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Capone, Sam Giancana, “Lucky” Luciano, 
Vito Genovese, and John Gotti. While the 
convictions of these “bosses” did not result 
in total disbanding of the organization, they 
did provide law enforcement the opportu-
nity to survey, monitor, arrest, interview, and 
collaborate with members of the Mafia and 
other organized crime groups. Some also 
maintain that in 1963, Joe Valachi revealed 
information about the structure of the 
Mafia, claiming that there were about 25 
Italian gangs throughout the United States, 
referred to as “families.”

From the “no” position, some argue that 
there is no single organization known as the 
Mafia; rather, there are loosely structured 
criminal gangs, some of which are of Italian 
descent. These Italian gangs, or families, do 
exist but are not as organized or structured 
as thought by law enforcement and the media

Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs
During the late 1940s, outlaw motorcycle gangs (OMGs) evolved as disorganized 
and unruly groups made up of disgruntled World War II veterans. Through the 
decades, the tough-guy image was perpetuated and membership increased, along with 
the organiza-tion and sophistication of these groups.113 Soon, some of these groups’ 
behavior was more rebellious than openly criminal.114 In fact, OMG members refer 
to themselves as “one-percenters”:

Some years ago . . . the American Motorcycle Association . . . [estimated] that 
outlaw motorcyclists comprised less than one per cent of the motorcycling popu-
lation. Outlaw gangs immediately seized on the figure as a reflection of their 
belief that they are rebels, operating outside society’s laws and norms.115

While the 1% figure is meaningless today, members refer to themselves as “one-
percenters” to flaunt their status as lawless outsiders.

OMGs today are secretive and close-knit groups with selective membership. Member
ship in OMGs is symbolized by “colors,” which are often displayed on denim or leather 
jackets with embroidered patches sewn on the back. These patches display a gang logo 
and may also include “rockers” that identify the name of the gang and home city of the 
chapter. The colors are the member’s most prized possession and represent his primary 
commitment—to the gang and its criminal lifestyle. The outrageous treatment of women 
who associate with the members is also part of the OMG lifestyle. Women are considered 
less important than the gang itself or the member’s motorcycle. In some gangs, women 
are used to generate money through prostitution as well as for the transportation of drugs 
and weapons.116

Some of the most notorious OMGs include the Hells Angels, the Outlaws, the Bandidos, 
and the Pagans (see Table 14.3). Among these, the Hells Angels are regarded as 
the wealthiest and most powerful of the OMGs. They have not only an extensive 

Police detain various 
motorcycle clubs outside 
the Twin Peaks restaurant 
in Waco, Texas on May 
17, 2015.

outlaw motorcycle 
gangs: the tough-guy 
image of these groups 
was perpetuated and 
membership increased, 
along with organization 
and sophistication. Soon, 
behavior of some groups 
was less rebellious and 
more openly criminal; 
some members refer  
to themselves as  
“one-percenters.”


